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I Defining our goal in Afghanistan
I The connection between #)aeda and the Taliban
I US strategy: past and present
I Pakistan
I Why Is the President reconsidering US strategy?
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What Is our goal in Afghanistan?

The national interest in having troops
In Afghanistan is to end the-laeda
network and stop them from using
Afghanistan as a worldwide training
ground for terrorists who wish to
attack the United States and our
allies.
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WHATISTHEGONNECTIOBETWEEN
AL-QAEDAAND THETALIBAN?
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AlQaeda Is best viewed as three things:

1) A group of probably a few hundred terrorist leaders who are
determined to attack and destroy the United States and our allies in the
Middle East. Their aim is to take over countries such as Saudi Arabia and
restore an Islamic caliphate across the Middle East governed by a
fundamentalist interpretation of Islam. This network runs training camps
that train jihaadistsworldwide, including individuals who return to their
native Europe, Britain, and increasingly, Africa.

2) A franchise operation that lends its name, and some financial support,
to local terrorist groups that share some of its aims. These groups are
often inspired by more local conflicts, but once affiliated wittQaleda, %
may focus their attacks on Westerners or on disrupting the governments of:* =
U.S-allies. o

3) An ideological movement that inspires far flung individuals and groups
unaffiliated with alQaeda to engage in or support terrorism.

Disrupting alQaeda in Afghanistan allows us to impact all three of these
GRSLI NLYSyGaodéd LG Aa tA1Ste 2 KIFI@S GKS Y2aid | FFSO
on the second, and less on the third.
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The Taliban is a local organization that shares ai
with alQaeda, but Is not contiguous with It.

The Taliban are a local insurgent movement in Afghanistan and Pakistan that grew out of the Pashtun ethnic grou
They believe in a fundamentalist interpretation of Islam, and fought to control Afghanistan in the 1990s. Once in
control of the country, they instituted harsh Islamic law, controlled through force, and allow@dexda to relocate

and operate freely from Afghanistan after it had been evicted from Sudan. According to recent polling, they are
supported by fewer than 1 in 10 Afghans, even in Pashtun areas.

CKS ¢FfAOlY Y26 YIS Y2ySeé 2FFSNAYy3I GLNROGSOGAZ2YE G
strong-arm tactics make it attractive to locals who would join a gang in the United States, or the mafia in Russia,
even if they do not initially share its Islamic ideology. Separating these individuals from the core that supports al
Qaeda is crucial to U.S. strategy.
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USSTRATEGYASTE PRESENT




Under George Bush and General
McKiernan, America ran a counter
terrorism strategy.

We deployed a small number of troops to Afghanistan to find, and attack, terrorists. Because we had so many troo
Irag, we could not send more to Afghanistan. Therefore, we also employed UAVs and air power to attack terrorist
strongholds. These tactics did disrupval S R Q& 1 dweiRes diiiekheyfled across the border to Pakistan,
they became far harder to uproot. UAV strikes in Pakistan were highly controversial, and turned civilian population:
against us. Air strikes in Afghanistan had a similar effect.

I YSNRAOIFI Qa O2dzy t SNIOSNNBNARAY a0NyGS3e GKSNBEF2NBE ONFBI 0
kilUS.troopsd LY 20GKSNJ g2NRaAX GKS O2dzy G SNISNNBNARAY &aGNF GS:
GSNNBENRAGA GKIY 6S NS ONBlIiGAy3Idég . SOIFdzAS ! YSNROF @
who did not like the Taliban began to accept Taliban rule because they felt they had no other choice: they needed t
accept the strongman who was likely to stay in their area, not the Americans who were never around.

We¢KSaS FTAIKIGSNE | NB OI f f KiRullah b cddhtei&uygéntytexpardefidaisédiGengral Pardeusson t@eAsirge in Irag, and is now
advising General McChrystal in Afghanistan.
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President Obama therefore appointed General
McChrystal, who has begun to implement a counter
Insurgency strategy.

Counterinsurgency is based on a shift in focus: because mass killing creates more terrorists than it destroys, cour
terror strategy does not work in an environment where the population could become insurgents. Instead, we must
focus on protecting the population and providing them with security. When the population feels secure, they will tt
against the terrorists, and will assist the U.S. in locating and killiQgatla forces, and their haxabre local

supporters.

Counterinsurgency focuses on building friends, and isolating enemies. It requires more troops to provide security
civilians, and then development and governance assistance to assure civilians that they do not need to turn to the
terrorists for longterm security. The 20,000 troops Obama authorized in the spring just began to arrive in full force
this fall. Therefore, we have barely begun to attempt a counterinsurgency strategy.
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