2013 ASSOCIATE FELLOWS
TRUMAN SECURITY FELLOWSHIP
Mehdi Alhassani
San Franciso Chapter
Mehdi Alhassani currently serves as Special Assistant to the Deputy National Security Advisor. Prior to
that, he served in multiple capacities on the President's Campaign, Obama for America, from the early
days in Iowa and ending the campaign in Minnesota. He has completed a Fulbright Scholarship in Amman,
Jordan and is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of the Honors Program at the Elliott School of International
Affairs. He is extremely proud of his Massachusetts roots and a die hard Patriots and Celtics fan.

Josef “Joey” Teboho Ansorge
New York Chapter
Josef “Joey” Teboho Ansorge is currently a JD candidate at Yale Law School. He recently completed a
summer clerkship at the World Bank Group Sanctions Board, where he worked on international anticorruption issues. Joey earned a PhD in International Relations from the University of Cambridge; where
he was the editorin- chief of the Cambridge Review of International Affairs. He is the author of a number
of peer-reviewed articles dealing with information technology and international security. Prior to his PhD
Joey was a Principal Policy Advisor and Human Rights Investigator in the US Government funded Liberia
Security Sector Reform Program.

Carmiel Arbit
Washington, DC Chapter
Carmiel Arbit is the Assistant Director of Policy and Government Affairs at AIPAC. She is the co-founder of
Key Bridge Strategies, and has consulted for USAID and State Department sponsored programs around
the world, including projects in Israel, the Palestinian Territories, Sudan and Sri Lanka. She has worked at
the Brookings Institution’s Saban Center for Middle East Policy, where she focused on Israel, the peace
process, and broader regional trends. She was previously a Global Government Affairs Specialist at
Thomson Reuters. Prior to that, Carmiel was the Project Manager, Arabian Peninsula and Levant, in the
American Jewish Committee’s Office of Government and International Affairs in Washington DC, where
she spearheaded AJC’s advocacy in the region. In 2004, Carmiel worked on the international desk at the
Geneva Initiative headquarters in Tel Aviv, specializing in international outreach. She worked for three
years for political consultant and media strategist Mark Penn, at Penn, Schoen, and Berland Associates in
Washington, DC and as an intern for U.S. Senators Herb Kohl and Russ Feingold. Carmiel earned her B.A.
from George Washington University and her M.S. from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service.

Maher Bitar
Washington, DC Chapter
Maher Bitar currently serves as Foreign Affairs Officer in the Office of the Special Envoy for Middle East
Peace at the Department of State. He holds a Juris Doctor from Georgetown Law and is completing a
Doctor of Philosophy (DPhil) in International Relations at Oxford University. A Marshall Scholar, he
received a Master of Science in Forced Migration from Oxford University’s Refugee Studies Center and has
worked with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Malaysia and the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in Jerusalem. A 2006 graduate of Georgetown University’s
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Maher is fluent in Arabic, French, and German.

Laricke Blanchard
Washington, DC Chapter
Laricke Blanchard is Deputy Director for Policy at the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation (PBGC). He
serves on the executive management committee and participates in key decisions affecting the agency.
Laricke supervises and directs the Office of Policy and External Affairs, which includes three departments.
Prior to his appointment to PBGC in January 2011, Laricke was Assistant to the Board at the Federal
Reserve. He advised Chairman Bernanke, the Governors, and senior staff on issues potentially affecting
Board policy and was a liaison with Congress. Laricke was appointed to the official staff in 20006 as
Special Assistant to the Board. In 2010, he completed a six-month detail to the U.S. Export-Import Bank
and worked with Chairman Hochberg. Before joining the Federal Reserve in 2002, Laricke worked in the
financial services industry in various capacities including Vice President and Counsel at Citigroup. Also, he
was an Associate in the Financial Institutions Group at Williams & Jensen, P.C. Previously he worked on
the House Banking Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations and on the personal staff of
Representative Floyd H. Flake (D-NY). Laricke attended Amherst College where he graduated cum laude;
he also holds a J.D. from the George Washington University Law School.

Rachel Brandenburg
Washington, DC Chapter
Rachel Brandenburg is a Program Officer for Middle East and North Africa programs at the US Institute of
Peace. Prior to returning to USIP, she worked at the State Department, in the Office of Middle East
Transitions as the Tunisia Assistance Coordinator, and in the Middle East Partnership Initiative office.
Rachel had previously worked at USIP as a Middle East Program Specialist. Rachel has worked, studied,
and traveled around the Middle East and North Africa, including as a Fulbright Scholar in Israel and as a
Critical Language Scholarship Recipient in Jordan. Rachel completed a Masters of Science in Foreign
Service (MSFS) at Georgetown University, and a BA in international relations and Middle Eastern studies
at Tufts University.

Peter Brooks
Boston Chapter
Peter Brooks is a joint degree candidate in public policy and business at Harvard’s Kennedy and Business
Schools where he is a Zuckerman Scholar and a Tillman Military Scholar. In his first year of graduate
school, Peter was the Executive Director of Harvard’s Water Federalism Project, an academic initiative
that connected thirty scholars from Harvard with water practitioners around the world. Peter Brooks is
also the Co-Founder and Director of the Aspen Institute, Impact Careers Initiative, a program dedicated to
researching how to ask and empower our nation’s top talent to pursue careers of public service and social
impact. Prior to his work at the Aspen Institute, Peter served as an infantry officer in the US Marine Corps,
deploying twice to Al Anbar Province, Iraq. Upon leaving the Marines, Peter lived in India as a FulbrightNehru Scholar where he researched fresh water policy in Rajasthan and studied Hindi in the Himalayan
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foothills. Peter graduated from Harvard College with a degree in Government (High Honors) and is
married to the wonderful Lily Stockman who is a painter, writer, and Adjunct Professor of Studio Art at
NYU.

Kasia Bzdak-Perdue
Los Angeles Chapter
Ms. Kasia Bzdak-Perdue is the Vice President of the Pacific Council on International Policy. She oversees
the day-to-day operations of the Pacific Council and spearheads national security initiatives. Ms. BzdakPerdue joined the Pacific Council in 2008 and worked in a number of roles in the Council’s membership
and programs departments before undertaking her current position. Prior to her current work at the
Pacific Council, Ms. Bzdak-Perdue served as a Scoville Fellow at the Federation of American Scientists
(FAS), where she focused her research on conventional arms transfers. At FAS, she monitored,
researched, and wrote on current developments in the global arms trade in general, and on the illicit
diversion of small arms and U.S. arms export policy in particular. Before that, she was a research assistant
for the Saltzman Institute’s Comparative Defense Studies Program, a program assistant in international
economics at the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, and a researcher at the
PEN-USA Freedom to Write program; she has also worked on numerous political campaigns at the
grassroots level. Ms. Bzdak-Perdue received a Bachelor’s degree in political science and international
affairs magna cum laude from the University of Southern California, and a Master’s degree in
International Affairs from the School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, where she
focused on international security policy and US foreign policy. She was the recipient of the Judy Boggs
Memorial Fellowship (2004), the DACOR Bacon House Foundation Fellowship (2005-2006) and a Columbia
University Fellowship in International Economics (2006-2007). Ms. Bzdak-Perdue was born in Szczecin and
is a fluent Polish speaker.

Stephanie Cappa
Boston Chapter
Stephanie Cappa is a student at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, where she is pursuing a
Master in Public Policy with a concentration in International and Global Affairs. Before moving to Boston
from Washington, D.C., she served as Manager of Development Policy at InterAction, the largest alliance
of U.S.-based humanitarian and international development nonprofits. In this role, Ms. Cappa led
international development policy and advocacy, focusing on food security/agriculture, climate change,
global health, and water and sanitation. In 2011, she managed the production of InterAction's major
paper, "The Nature of Development", making the case for robust integration of climate and natural
resource management into development. Prior to InterAction, she worked for a member of the U.S.
House of Representatives on budget, appropriations, foreign affairs, and security policy. Ms. Cappa has a
B.A. in both Public Policy and Environmental Science and Policy from the College of William and Mary.

Ben Chase
New York Chapter
Ben Chase is a senior strategist at Purpose, an interdisciplinary organization that creates large-scale
movements of people to help solve major global problems. Prior to Purpose, Ben served as a policy
advisor in the New York City Mayor's Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability. In that post he
worked to reduce the environmental impact of the city's solid waste, improve the sustainability of land
use and transportation planning, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve public health. Ben began
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his career as an officer in the US Marine Corps, serving in the US, East Asia, and the Middle East. Ben holds
an MBA from NYU's Stern School of Business and an MFA in design and technology from Parsons the New
School for Design.

Cameron Chisholm
Washington, DC Chapter
Cameron M. Chisholm is President and Founder of the International Peace & Security Institute (IPSI), a
nongovernmental organization dedicated to training emerging world leaders in the core practical skills
crucial to making peace reality. Before founding IPSI, Cameron worked with the World Bank, CEWARN, the
U.S. Department of State, and The Carter Center. He has a B.A. from Emory University and a M.A. from
the University of Bradford, UK as part of a Rotary World Peace Fellowship. Cameron is an adjunct
professor at the George Washington University Elliott School. In 2012, Cameron was named as one of the
“Top 99 under 33” most influential global foreign policy professionals.

Mick Crnkovich
Washington, DC Chapter
Mick Crnkovich serves as Deputy Chief, Plans and Liaison Division, in USAID’s Office of Civilian-Military
Cooperation. Before joining CMC in 2008, Mick was the Head of Instruction for a Civil-Military Operations
in Support of Counter-Terrorism Course then under Special Operations Command - Europe. Previously
Mick served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army for 10 ½ years. Mick served in Afghanistan,
Croatia, Germany, Iraq, Kosovo, Macedonia, and South Korea. Following his distinguished military service
Mick has worked on civil-military, stabilization and conflict issues in East, North and West Africa; the
Middle East; and Central Asia. Mick is a Term Member with the Council on Foreign Relations and was a
Fellow with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology’s Seminar XXI Program for 2011-2012. He holds a
B.S. in Sociology / Criminology from Ohio University where he was the Distinguished Military Graduate
and an M.A. in Business and Organizational Security Management from Webster University.

Josh Fryday
Washington, DC Chapter
Lieutenant Josh Fryday is a JAG in the United States Navy. He received his education from the University
of California, Berkeley, where he graduated Phi Beta Kappa with Highest Honors in 2003 with a B.A. in
Political Science and Philosophy. He then received his J.D. from the University of California Berkeley
School of Law in May 2009. Prior to joining the Navy, he worked as a political advisor on local, state and
national campaigns. He worked in the 2003-2004 Presidential elections, and served as the Northern
California Director for the John Edwards for President Campaign (2006-2008). In addition, he was a
political and policy advisor to the current Attorney General of California, Kamala Harris. He is also a
partner and former Chief Operations Officer of DCS Congressional, a firm founded by Gerry Kavanaugh,
and former Congressmen David Bonior and Tom Downey. LT Fryday has served overseas in Yokosuka,
Japan (2010-2012). In addition to his legal duties, he augmented the Navy’s 7th Fleet’s Humanitarian Aid
and Disaster Relief efforts during ‘Operation Tomodachi’ following the March 11th earthquake, tsunami,
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and nuclear disaster. He is currently stationed in Washington D.C. at the Office of the Chief Defense
Counsel for the Military Commissions (Guantanamo Cases).

Rachel Gillum
San Francisco Chapter
Rachel Gillum is a PhD candidate in the Department of Political Science at Stanford University. Her
dissertation examines Muslim American political and social integration in the post 9/11 environment
using large-n survey and experimental methods, as well as ethnographic interviews of Muslim
communities and elites around the United States. Rachel is currently a Research Scholar consultant for the
Gallup Organization and previously served as a Graduate Summer Associate researcher at the RAND
Corporation. She is presently the Chief Editor and lead Research Assistant on the Mapping Militants
project under Dr. Martha Crenshaw, a project that traces the evolution of militant organizations and the
interactions between them over time. In the past Rachel has conducted fieldwork in the Middle East and
previously served as a Research Assistant for the National Defense University. Rachel holds a degree from
Stanford University (MA) and a degree from the University of Washington (BA) in Political Science.

Nadav Greenberg
New York Chapter
Nadav Greenberg is the Manager of Communications and Public Engagement at Just Vision, responsible
for formulating Just Vision’s outreach and press strategy in the US and internationally, and liaising with
journalists, community leaders and organizations who wish to learn more about Just Vision’s work. In this
capacity, he has spoken before audiences across the United States, Israel and beyond. Nadav also serves
as a spokesperson for the organization in communication with media, think tanks, diplomats and
community leaders. Nadav grew up in Israel, and received his B.A. with honors from Harvard University
after completing his service in the Israeli Army. At Harvard, his studies focused on the intersection
between politics and popular culture. Nadav has also been involved extensively in conflict resolution
efforts and human rights work. He is an active graduate of Seeds of Peace, an organization devoted to
bringing together youth from areas of conflict, and has organized and participated in multiple joint IsraeliPalestinian activities in Israel and in the West Bank. In the summer of 2008, he received a grant from
Harvard University to intern as a researcher and fieldworker with Yesh Din, an Israeli human rights
organization that assists Palestinians in ensuring that the rule of law is maintained by the Israeli
authorities in the West Bank. He has also edited and written sections for several travel guidebooks from
the Let’s Go series, including the historical, political and cultural introductions in Let’s Go: Israel and the
Palestinian Territories.

Cambria G. Hamburg
Washington, DC Chapter
Cambria Hamburg is a Research Analyst for the U.S. Department of State, specializing in Southeast Asia.
Previously, she was the Department’s analyst on counterterrorism issues in East Asia. Cambria has lived in
Thailand, Laos, Indonesia, and Tanzania, working on gender, security, and development issues, and is a
recipient of a Fulbright scholarship to Thailand. Cambria holds an MA in international affairs and
economics from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). Before SAIS, Cambria
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worked for the International Rescue Committee and the Council on Foreign Relations. A 2003 magna cum
laude graduate of Oberlin College, Cambria speaks Thai and enjoys the great outdoors.

Katie Hantson
Washington, DC Chapter
Katie Hantson is a Renewable Energy Analyst in the U.S. Marine Corps Expeditionary Energy Office (E2O),
where she is responsible for operational planning and execution of the Experimental Forward Operating
Base (ExFOB) field demonstration. Katie also manages E2O’s strategic communications plan to advance
the Marine Corps Energy Strategy and optimize expeditionary capabilities across all Marine Corps
warfighting functions. Prior to joining E2O, Katie worked as a Program Analyst in the Navy Energy
Coordination Office (OPNAV N45) where she focused on expeditionary and installation energy policy
issues. Katie graduated cum laude from Georgetown University and she holds a law degree from The
Catholic University of America.

Adam Hitchcock
Chicago Chapter
Adam Hitchcock is a managing director at Guggenheim Partners. Before joining Guggenheim, he was the
Chief of Staff of the White House Council of Economic Advisers. In this role, he managed the staff of the
Council and was the principal adviser to the Council’s chairman, Austan Goolsbee, on policy,
communications and management issues. Prior to that, Mr. Hitchcock served as a Special Assistant in the
White House Office of the Chief of Staff, where he provided counsel and support to President Obama’s
Senior Advisors. Before joining the Obama administration, Adam worked for Chicago Mayor Richard M.
Daley. Adam holds a JD from DePaul University College of Law and a BA with honors from Indiana
University.

Alex Iftimie
Washington, DC Chapter
Alex Iftimie is an honors attorney at the National Security Division of the Department of Justice. He
received his JD from Yale Law School, where he was elected Editor-in-Chief of the Yale Journal of
International Law and worked in the Civil Liberties and National Security Clinic. Alex also served as a law
clerk at the White House Counsel’s Office. Following graduation, he clerked for the Honorable Diana
Gribbon Motz on the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Originally from Romania, he
came to the United States when he was 12. He received his BA in international relations at the University
of Southern California, graduating summa cum laude with election to Phi Beta Kappa. Alex worked on the
Obama campaign in 2007 and 2008, first as a field organizer in Nevada and Arizona, then as an early vote
director and finally as the campaign's get-out-the-vote director in Nebraska.

Justine Isola
San Francisco Chapter
Justine Isola is an Associate at RiceHadleyGates LLC, an international strategic consulting firm based in
Silicon Valley and Washington, DC. She covers Asia and Africa for the firm in addition to issues such as
global Internet freedom and cybersecurity. Ms. Isola was previously a visiting fellow at the Institute for
Defense Studies and Analyses in New Delhi, India. From 2005 to 2009, she was on the staff of The Atlantic
magazine in Washington, DC. Her focuses as a writer and editor included civil-military relations and U.S.
foreign policy. Ms. Isola received her B.A. magna cum laude from Yale in 2005 and an M.A. from
Stanford’s International Policy Studies program in 2011.
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Rose Jackson
Washington, DC Chapter
Rose Jackson has an extensive background in international politics, social technologies and counterradicalization. She has consulted and worked for a wide range of campaigns, governments and party
organizations both in the United States and abroad. Internationally she has supported parties,
parliaments, and civil society organizations in Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.
She also served as an advisor and political analyst to the International Organization for Migration during
the Libyan uprising in 2011. Rose completed her Masters in International Relations as a Rotary Scholar in
Kenya and earned her Bachelors in International Relations and Economics at Wheaton College in
Massachusetts. When not contemplating regional proxy wars and inputs for organized citizen
engagement, Rose can be found hobbling through triathlons and any sport that strikes her fancy.

Summer Jackson
Boston Chapter
Summer Jackson is an international development specialist with experience in good governance and
public policy in the Middle East and Africa. She grew up in Saudi Arabia and has researched women’s
organizations and political participation in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, and Egypt. As a Haas-Koshland Memorial
Fellow, she conducted independent research on women’s political mobilization and social inclusion in
Israel. She has done curriculum development for women’s empowerment and women’s political
participation programs, served as a researcher for a Massachusetts State Representative, and served as a
research consultant for the Africa Growth Initiative at the Brookings Institution. She is currently a Fellow
at Meister Consultants Group, a renewable energy consulting firm. Summer graduated from Stanford
University with a B.A. in International Relations and is pursuing a Masters in Sustainable International
Development at the Heller School for Social Policy & Management at Brandeis University.

Anthony (Tony) L. Johnson
Washington, DC
Anthony (Tony) L. Johnson currently serves as the Assistant for Special Operations and Irregular Warfare
in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations/Low-Intensity Conflict at the
Department of Defense. He also holds a research position with the Institute for Defense Analyses in
Alexandria, VA. Tony is a graduate of Norwich University and a navy veteran with extensive private and
public sector experience. He has worked at the HayGroup, Accenture, the Corporate Executive Board, and
multiple federal agencies including the Department of Homeland Security, the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the Internal Revenue
Service. Tony specializes in national security policy, regional and identity-based conflict, NATO Special
Operations Forces modernization, Irregular Warfare, program management and strategic planning.

Joseph Jones
Washington, DC Chapter
Joseph Jones serves as a Legislative Assistant to Senator Tom Harkin and is responsible for the
Senator’s defense Appropriations work as well as the full range of military and veterans
issues. Additionally, he is responsible for the Senator’s housing Appropriations work and housing
issues, and advises the Senator on small business and trade. Prior to joining the Senator’s
Washington staff, Jones served as Director of Governmental Affairs for the Iowa Finance
Authority. He also served as the Iowa Political Director for the 2008 Obama presidential
campaign and was the Senior Communications Specialist for Governor Tom Vilsack and
Lieutenant Governor Sally Pederson. He is a charter member of the Rotary Club of Greater Des
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Moines, serves on the board of Directors for the Iowa Association of Business and Industry
Foundation, and is an active volunteer with the American Council of Young Political Leaders.
Joseph earned his BBA in economics at Loyola University New Orleans, and his Master of Public
Administration at Drake University. He is also a graduate of Air Command and Staff College, and
is currently a student in Air War College.
Kerri Kennedy
Philadelphia Chapter
Kerri Kennedy, Interim Associate General Secretary for International Programs at American Friend’s
Service Committee, has fifteen years of experience managing international development programs with a
focus on governance, policy and advocacy. Previously Kerri served as the Executive Director for Women's
Campaign International, a non profit that develops women leaders in politics, entrepreneurship and civil
society. Other positions include: Director of Development for Vizion Group Inc., Program Manager for
Mercy Corps' Gulf Coast Hurricane Relief and Recovery Program, and Parliamentary Strengthening
Director for WCI. She has produced two documentary films, facilitated strategic plans, conducted country
and political assessments, created advocacy and civic education campaigns for public and private sector
clients, developed human rights curricula, and trained leaders, candidates and elected officials around the
world. She was a Peace Corps volunteer in the Kingdom of Tonga. She has worked in more than 40
countries and holds a B.A. in Sociology and a MS degree in International Development Management with
an emphasis in post-conflict reconstruction. She was a NSEP Boren Fellow, a Center for Political
Leadership Political Fellow, and was awarded a Rising Star Award by the Philadelphia Business Journal.

Chad Kreikemeier
Washington, DC Chapter
Chad Kreikemeier is the Defense and Foreign Policy Advisor for U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH). As
such, he serves as the Senator’s primary advisor with respect to all national security issues and as her
personal representative to both the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) and the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee (SFRC), where he directs the Subcommittee on European Affairs. Chad managed the
Senator’s participation in a number of historic pieces of legislation, including the 2010 ratification of the
New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, as well as her involvement in the 2012 NATO Chicago Summit. In
addition, as the Senator’s SASC representative, he is responsible for directing her work on the annual
defense authorization bill. Prior to his time with Senator Shaheen, Chad served as the Foreign Policy
Legislative Assistant for U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE), a former senior member of the Foreign Relations
Committee. Previously, Mr. Kreikemeier was Program Officer at the Eisenhower Institute, where he
worked on U.S.-Russian relations, nuclear nonproliferation, energy, and space issues. Chad has a Master’s
Degree in Security Policy Studies from the George Washington University Elliott School of International
Affairs and a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and Economics from Saint Louis University.

Sarah Labowitz
Washington, DC Chapter
Sarah Labowitz is a policy advisor to Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
Michael Posner. In this role, she develops and advocates State Department policy on a range of human
rights and democracy issues. Sarah has served on the staff of the Secretary’s Coordinator for Cyber Issues,
and from 2009 to 2011, she ran the State Department’s Internet freedom program, including $20 million
in funding to support an open Internet for online activists. Before joining the State Department, Sarah
worked on issues of business and human rights at the Fair Labor Association and Human Rights First.
Sarah was named to Forbes Magazine’s “30 under 30” list for Law and Policy in January 2012. She is a
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graduate of the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University (MA in International Relations,
2009) and Grinnell College (BA in History, 2004).

Stephen Lassiter
Washington, DC Chapter
Stephen Lassiter is a Legislative Assistant in the office of Congressman Keith Ellison (D-MN). He covers
national security, foreign policy, defense, intelligence, and civil and human rights. As a Legislative
Assistant to the co-chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, Stephen plays a key role in advancing a
progressive national security and foreign policy agenda on Capitol Hill. He has led efforts to cool the
“loose talk of war” with Iran, advance human rights and democracy in the Arab Spring, ban U.S. tear gas
sales to repressive governments, push back against Islamophobia, and create a bipartisan defense savings
working group. Previously he worked for Sen. Kay Hagan (D-NC), led the State Department’s CLS Arabic
language program in Jordan, and taught at a Quaker high school in the West Bank of Palestine. He is a
proud 11th-generation North Carolinian and graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Rob Leonard
Washington, DC Chapter
Rob Leonard serves as a Legislative Assistant for Senator Dick Durbin in Washington, DC. In this capacity,
he is the senator’s principle advisor on military, veteran, nonproliferation and some foreign policy issues.
He previously served as Government Affairs Representative at Ploughshares Fund, a nuclear weapon
policy foundation, where he spearheaded collaboration among NGOs to secure ratification of the New
START agreement by the Senate. He also served five years in the U.S. House of Representatives as
legislative assistant to Rep. Robert T. Matsui, Rep. Doris O. Matsui and associate staff to the House Rules
Committee. Rob graduated from Duke University in 2001 with a self-designed bachelor degree in Social
Justice. In 2009, Rob received a Master of International Affairs from SIPA, with a concentration in
International Security Policy.

Simon Limage
Washington, DC Chapter
Simon Limage is the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Nonproliferation Programs in the State Department’s
Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation. As such, he supervises the State Department’s
nonproliferation programs and advances the Department’s efforts to combat the spread of weapons of
mass destruction. Previously, he served as Under Secretary of State Ellen Tauscher’s Chief of Staff. In that
capacity he oversaw operations of three State Department bureaus under her purview (AVC, ISN, and
PM). He was the Under Secretary’s key advisor and directed implementation of her goals throughout the
Executive Branch. Prior to his service in the State Department, Mr. Limage was then Congresswoman Ellen
Tauscher’s Chief of Staff. He also served as her Legislative Director and Military Legislative Assistant. He
handled her Armed Services Committee duties and managed her legislative team. In support of the
congresswoman’s oversight work as Chair of the Strategic Forces Subcommittee of the House Armed
Services Committee and member of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, he travelled with her to the
Middle-East, to Europe and to Department of Defense and Energy facilities in the continental United
States. Previously he worked for Senator John Kerry on foreign policy, defense, and veterans issues. Prior
to his work in the Senate, he was a research assistant at the United States Institute of Peace supporting
experts on NATO and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. In the course of his career,
he has addressed a number of conferences and spoken on matters relating to defense, foreign policy, and
arms control. He holds a Master in Foreign Service and a Masters in History from Georgetown University,
as well as a B.S. in International Relations and a B.A. in history from Tufts University.
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Brian Lowe
Washington, DC Chapter
Brian currently works at the U.S. Treasury Department on issues related to Iran sanctions. Prior to that,
he worked at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, DC and separately lived and worked abroad
in Syria, Afghanistan, Egypt, and Tunisia. He is from New England and a loyal Patriots and Red Sox fan.

Michael Masserman
Washington, DC Chapter
As the Presidentially appointed Executive Director for Export Policy, Promotion, and Strategy at the U.S.
Department of Commerce, Michael Masserman is leading the International Trade Administration’s efforts
to implement President Obama’s National Export Initiative (NEI) to double exports by the end of 2014 and
support millions of U.S. jobs. In addition to helping drive a “whole of government” approach to the NEI,
Michael coordinates closely with private-sector companies, trade associations, chambers of commerce,
and institutions such as Brookings, on global trade/export policies. Prior to his current role, Michael
served as the Director of the Office of Advisory Committees within the Department of Commerce, where
he managed over 20 different committees, including the President’s Export Council, that advise the
President, Secretary of Commerce and the USTR on the formulation and implementation of trade policies.
Michael began his career practicing international corporate law at Simpson Thatcher & Bartlett in New
York, and later moved to Sydney, Australia where he worked at the law firm Mallesons Stephen Jaques.
Michael took a leave of absence from his law firm in Australia to join the Obama campaign, where he
worked on the political, field and constituency teams in a number of states. Michael received his B.A. with
distinction from the University of Michigan and his J.D. cum laude from University of California, Hastings
College of the Law.

Sharon McBride
New York Chapter
Sharon Kelly McBride is responsible for overseeing communications planning and strategy for Human
Rights First. Before joining Human Rights First, she served as Research Director and Pollicy Advisor for
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid’s Senate Democratic Communications Center. She has worked on
numerous national and state-level political campaigns. Sharon graduated magna cum laude from
Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and earned a law degree from Harvard.

Andrew McCracken
Washington, DC Chapter
Andrew works at the U.S. Department of State as a Special Assistant where he advises the Deputy
Secretary of State on strategic management issues, and works with the Senior Advisor to the Secretary for
the Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development Review.

Daphne McCurdy
New York Chapter
Daphne McCurdy is an MPA candidate at Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School. Previously,
Daphne headed the research program at the Project on Middle East Democracy (POMED). In that
capacity, she launched and served as the editor of a policy brief series and observed elections in Egypt,
Tunisia, and Morocco. Prior to POMED, Daphne worked in the Middle East division at the Center for
International Private Enterprise (CIPE) where she helped manage programs on anticorruption, corporate
governance, and the informal sector. From 2007 to 2008, Daphne was on a Fulbright scholarship in Turkey
conducting research on Turkish foreign policy in the Middle East and working at the Turkish Economic and
Social Studies Foundation (TESEV). Daphne holds a B.A. in International Relations and Economics from
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Tufts University.

Benjamin Naimark-Rowse
Washington, DC Chapter
Mr. Naimark-Rowse is an academic and practitioner with over a decade of experience directing and
advising NGOs on human rights, political transitions, and transitional justice issues. He has served as a
Program Officer with the Open Society Justice Initiative managing justice reform projects worldwide, and
as a Multilateral Affairs Researcher with the Open Society Policy Center. He co-directed Darfurian Voices,
the first public opinion survey of Darfurian refugees on peace, justice, and reconciliation, which entailed
2,152 refugee interviews along the Chad/Sudan border. He has conducted political analysis of the
Egyptian Revolution including two field research missions during 2011 and has served as an electoral
observer with The Carter Center. He has served as an Assistant Editor of the Journal of Public and
International Affairs and has authored and edited numerous publications in English and Spanish. He has
served as an expert review group member for the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime, and is the Founding
Director of the Seevak Human Rights and Social Justice Fellowship. He has traveled to over 50 countries,
and holds a M.P.A. from Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, and a
B.A. with honors in international studies from the University of Chicago.

Melanie Nakagawa
Washington, DC Chapter
Melanie Nakagawa serves as the Senior Energy/Environment Counsel on the United States Senate Foreign
Relations Committee where she advises the Chairman John Kerry on energy, environment, climate
change, and human rights issues. She analyzes and drafts legislation, develops policy recommendations
and oversees U.S. foreign policy in these areas. She represents the Committee at international
negotiations and conferences. She also provides the Chairman with strategic and technical policy
guidance through regular consultations with the Executive Branch, Congressional offices and committees,
foreign governments, non-governmental organizations, and the private sector. Ms. Nakagawa was the
lead author of a Committee report providing policy recommendations on trans-boundary water security
issues. Prior to joining the Senate, Ms. Nakagawa was attorney with the Natural Resources Defense
Council’s (NRDC) International Program in Washington, DC. She served as NRDC’s lead representative at
several international negotiations and meetings. She also directed NRDC’s Global Safe Water Project
promoting U.S. leadership in addressing water security in developing countries. Ms. Nakagawa earned a
law and master’s degree in international affairs from American University and received a Bachelor of Arts
from Brown University.

Pamela Park
Boston Chapter
Pamela Park is a doctoral student in Management at Harvard Business School researching star talent and
global leadership. Prior to HBS, Park served as Senior Coordinator for Secretary Clinton’s U.S.-China
Strategic & Economic Dialogue and Special Assistant to Deputy Secretary of State Jim Steinberg at the U.S.
Department of State. Before joining State, Park worked as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs in
Hong Kong. Pamela Park received her AB and AM from Harvard University.

Julie Piotrowski
Washington, DC Chapter
Julie Piotrowski, M.P.H., is a public health expert, advisor and advocate with 15 years experience
reporting on and analyzing public health issues, and developing programs to promote and protect health.
Most recently, she served as advisor and senior speechwriter to the Assistant Secretary for Health at the
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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, advising on all aspects of developing effective public
information programs for HHS’ 14 core public health offices for the U.S., including the Office of the U.S.
Surgeon General. A former journalist, Julie launched the public health beat at Modern Healthcare, the
newsweekly magazine for the nation’s hospitals, and earned a Knight Public Health Journalism Fellow at
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. At CDC, she trained with the U.S. Epidemic
Intelligence Service – the nation’s surveillance and response unit for all types of epidemics. A specialist in
disaster preparedness and emergency response issues, Ms. Piotrowski has developed multi-faceted
bioterrorism and emergency preparedness programs for the NYC DOHMH while on staff with the National
Center for Disaster Preparedness at Columbia University. After the September 2001 terrorist attacks at
the World Trade Center, she served as a mass care supervisor and team leader for the American Red Cross
at Ground Zero. Ms. Piotrowski holds a Bachelor of Science in Journalism from Northwestern University’s
Medill School of Journalism and a Master of Public Health from Columbia University.

Andrew Rabens
Washington, DC Chapter
Andrew Rabens is the Special Advisor for Youth Engagement at the State Department in the Bureau of
Near East Affairs (Middle East and North Africa), Office of Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. He focuses
on regional youth engagement initiatives and outreach to young leaders in the Middle East and North
Africa. Andrew previously worked on youth engagement efforts in the Bureau of African Affairs and in the
Office of the Under Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs. He has traveled extensively in the
Middle East and Africa and done short stints abroad at the U.S. Embassies in Amman, Jordan; Cairo, Egypt;
Gaborone, Botswana; Tbilisi, Georgia; and the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem. Prior to joining the State
Department, Andrew attended the London School of Economics to obtain his Masters degree in
International Relations. While in London, Andrew worked as an organizer for the Barack Obama Campaign
in the UK and in the UK Parliament for the Rt. Honorable Ed Miliband, who currently serves as Labour
Party Leader. Andrew was a former staffer for Senator Dianne Feinstein on Capitol Hill and a former intern
for both Senator Edward Kennedy and Speaker Nancy Pelosi. He did his undergraduate work in
Government at Harvard University (where he also played on the Men’s Varsity Tennis Team) and is from
Berkeley, California. Andrew is a former Presidential Management Fellow and in 2012, was named one of
the Top 99 Foreign Policy Leaders under 33 by Diplomatic Courier Magazine and Young Professionals in
Foreign Policy.

David Rein
Atlanta Chapter
David Rein is a Principal Research Scientist in the Atlanta Office of NORC at the University of Chicago’s
Public Health Research Department. His research focusses on the economic impacts and policies to
prevent infectious diseases, especially viral hepatitis and other vaccine preventable diseases. Rein has
worked on the development and use of computer-based simulations to model the burden, costs, and
outcomes of disease; to forecast disease outcomes over time; and to understand the impact of diagnostic
testing, vaccination, and treatment policies designed to mitigate the impacts of disease. In 2012, his work
on adult visual loss and blindness was awarded an ‘Outstanding Project of the Year’ award by the
American Public Health Association. Rein has led research projects on behalf of the World Health
Organization, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institutes of Health, and the
newly formed Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute, among others. He is the author of over 35
peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters in publications such as Annals of Internal Medicine, The
Lancet, Health Services Research, Health Affairs, and The American Journal of Public Health. In 2003, Dr.
Rein received his doctorate degree in Public Policy from the Joint Program in Public Policy Offered by the
Georgia Institute of Technology and the Georgia State University. His dissertation was awarded an Agency
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for Healthcare Research and Quality Grant for Health Services Dissertation Research. Dr. Rein is an active
member of the Society for Medical Decision Making and the American Public Health Association. He lives
with his wife and two children in the Virginia Highland neighborhood of Atlanta.

Justin Richmond
Washington, DC Chapter
Justin Richmond is a senior consultant with Development Transformations, recently returned from
Afghanistan as the RC East District Stability Framework Coordinator. Having completed full USAID
certification as a lead DSF trainer in the spring of 2011, Mr. Richmond moved to Afghanistan to serve as a
DSF field advisor to civilian district support teams and tactical military units. He now advises and assists
joint civilian/military teams on stabilization implementation and monitoring and evaluation in eastern
Afghanistan's most contested districts. Before joining DT, Mr. Richmond worked extensively with local
populations in northeastern China and throughout South Korea. Mr. Richmond also served in the U.S.
Army, first as an airborne infantryman and then as a tactical psychological operations team leader,
working in the southern Philippines in 2009 where he focused on stabilization, counterinsurgency, and
information operations. He received his B.A. in public policy studies from Duke University in 2005.

Toby Russell
Washington, DC Chapter
Toby Russell is a technology entrepreneur and a public servant. He is currently the Vice President for
Enterprise Mobile and Emerging Channels at Capital One Financial, leading the innovative application of
new technologies to improve millions of Americans’ financial lives through better saving, borrowing,
investing, and spending. In 2007, at the dawn of mobile computing, Toby co-founded Taxi Magic, one of
the first and most popular travel applications in the iPhone ecosystem. Prior to Taxi Magic, Toby was a
Project Leader at the Boston Consulting Group (BCG), helping set the strategic direction for the world’s
leading organizations. In 2009-10, Toby joined the U.S. Department of Energy to lead a national Clean
Tech investment program supporting the President's agenda to end the Great Recession and lay the
foundations for energy independence and security. Always passionate about public service, Toby served
as the Director of Research on U.S. Senator James Jeffords re-election campaign in 2000. Fluent in Russian
and Spanish, Toby holds a Doctorate in International Relations from the University of Oxford.

Kabir Sehgal
New York Chapter
Kabir Sehgal works in emerging market finance at JPMorgan in New York. He advises institutional money
managers on suitable investments. He served as a special assistant to Senator Max Cleland on the John
Kerry presidential campaign, worked at the Labour Party Headquarters in London, and interned in Senator
John D. Rockefeller’s office in Washington DC. He is the co/author of three books including Jazzocracy:
Jazz, Democracy, and the Creation of a New American Mythology (2008); Walk in My Shoes:
Conversations Between a Civil Rights Legend and his Godson on the Journey Ahead (2010); and Bucket of
Blessings (2013). He is a professional bassist who has toured and performed with Wynton Marsalis and
was a producer on a GRAMMY-nominated album. He co-founded Music for Tomorrow which helps
musicians find performance opportunities. He serves as an officer in the United States Navy Reserve. He
completed his undergraduate degree with High Honors from Dartmouth College and graduate degree
with distinction from the London School of Economics.

Prabhjot Singh
New York Chapter
Prabhjot Singh is the Director of Systems Design at the Earth Institute's Center for Globalization and
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Sustainable Development and Assistant Professor of International and Public Affairs at Columbia
University. His work includes international national advising for low-skill workforce management and the
development of associated technology and management platforms. Domestically, he focuses on primary
health care delivery and creating a safer community environment by reducing hate crimes. He is a Paul
and Daisy Soros Fellow, NIH Medical Scientist Training Program Recipient, and his academic work has
been published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Science and Lancet, amongst other venues.
Prabhjot completed an MD at Cornell and PhD in Neural and Genetic Systems at Rockefeller University,
with a Post-Doctoral fellowship in Sustainable Development at Columbia University. He is also a practicing
doctor in East Harlem, New York, where he lives.

Joseph Strand
Los Angeles Chapter
Joseph Strand is the Charitable Work Director at the Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions
(CSDI), the flagship non-profit of Robert Abernethy. In this capacity, he supports CSDI’s charitable giving
and community service initiatives by developing short- and long-term philanthropic giving strategies,
structuring charitable donations, managing communications and public relations efforts with CSDI’s
nonprofit affiliates, and planning and executing public events with VIPs from various private and public
sector organizations. CSDI supports non-profits aimed at improving international relations and diplomacy,
strengthening American national security, and educating the next generation of leaders in foreign and
domestic affairs. Joseph holds a Master’s degree in Divinity (American religious history, ethics) from Yale
University and received his Bachelor’s degree in Political Science, History, and Religious Studies from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Veronic Valdez
Washington, DC Chapter
Ms. Valdez is the Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Manpower & Reserve Affairs.
She was sworn in on 31 August, 2009. Since joining the Department of the Navy, Ms. Valdez has been
instrumental in supporting our Wounded Warriors. She established the Department’s Wounded Warrior
Hiring and Support Initiative and currently spearheads the initiative which aims to increase the number of
Wounded Warriors hired into the Department of the Navy. On May 2011, Ms. Valdez received
Presidential recognition for her work on Wounded Warrior employment. Ms. Valdez was also part of the
Gulf Coast Recovery Plan Task Force in 2010. She provided support to the Secretary of the Navy who was
tasked by the President of the United States to develop a long-term plan for restoration of the states
affected by the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Ms. Valdez holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration from The Ohio State University and a Master’s Degree in Pacific International Affairs from
the University of California, San Diego. She studied Mandarin Chinese at Peking University for a year. Ms.
Valdez was born in Manila, Philippines and grew up in Sydney, Australia.

Matthew Walsh
Washington, DC Chapter
Matthew Walsh is Special Advisor to the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs, a position
he has held since December 2012. Matt’s portfolio includes writing speeches, conducting longterm policy planning, and undertaking special projects. Matt previously spent two years on the
Secretary of State’s Policy Planning Staff covering Africa, development, and budget issues. He
has held other jobs at the State Department, including in the Africa and Europe Bureaus, in the
Deputy Secretary of State’s Office, and at the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi. Before joining the State
Department, Matt worked at USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance in Washington and
Truman National Security Project

14 of 16

Kenya. He earned his MA in International Relations from Johns Hopkins University’s School of
Advanced International Studies, and BA in Political Science from the University of Notre Dame.
David Wertime
Washington, DC Chapter
David Wertime is a Co-Founder and Editor of Tea Leaf Nation, a site that tracks Chinese news and Internet
sentiment. David first encountered China as a Peace Corps Volunteer over ten years ago. Since then, he
has lived, worked and studied in Beijing, Chongqing and Hong Kong. He spent four years as a corporate
lawyer, including over two years at Cravath, Swaine & Moore in New York City. He holds a B.A. from Yale
and a J.D. from Harvard, where he was co-president of the Harvard Asia Law Society. Originally from the
Philadelphia area, he now lives in Washington, D.C.

Angelic Young
Washington, DC Chapter
Angelic Young is an expert in the implementation of international police missions, having served in
multiple leadership and senior technical positions during her ten years at the Department of State. Most
recently, she served as the senior coordinator for Haiti programs in the Bureau for International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), where she directed efforts to strengthen security in Haiti in the
aftermath of the 2010 earthquake. Previously, as the senior coordinator for peace and security in the
Office of the Director of U.S. Foreign Assistance, she was responsible for coordinating all security
assistance managed and implemented by the Department of State. As deputy director of the Office of
Civilian Police and Rule of Law (INL), she utilized experience she gained leading the reform of police
operations in Afghanistan, to manage a team of program officers implementing similar programs around
the world. Currently, she serves as Manager of Policy Initiatives at the Institute for Inclusive Security. In
2006, she became a core faculty member of George Mason University's Peace Operations graduate
studies program, where she teaches a course titled, "International Police Operations." Ms. Young received
her JD from Chicago-Kent College of Law and her BA in Political Science and Women's Studies from
Willamette University.

Candace Yu
San Francisco Chapter
Candace Yu is a technology strategist and policy maker on cybersecurity and Internet issues. She
specializes in building strategic partnerships for early stage organizations. Presently, she advises
Impermium and leads social media outreach for the cybersecurity start-up. Diplomatic Courier and Young
Professionals in Foreign Policy recognized Candace as one of the 2012 Top 99 Under 33 Foreign Policy
Leaders. Before moving to Silicon Valley, Candace led international strategy and engagement activities on
cybersecurity for the United States Department of Defense. As the Special Assistant for Cyber Policy, she
developed alliances to promote stability in cyberspace. She established key cross-sector partnerships with
foreign defense and military organizations, the telecommunications industry, as well as commercial and
regulatory government agencies. Candace is adept at shepherding high-profile projects for which she
creates tiered communications strategies and negotiates complex and competing stakeholder interests.
Candace served as Deputy Chief of Staff for the White House Presidential Personnel Office, which is
responsible for recruiting Presidential appointees. She developed the team’s messaging strategy and
coordinated Presidential Delegation selections in collaboration with senior national security and foreign
policy staff. Candace possesses insight to the nuances of federal policy-making, the legislative process,
and the political landscape. Her experience includes service at the United States Senate where she
assisted the drafting, passage, and oversight of the nationwide implementation of landmark federal
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elections administration law. She also successfully led and coordinated the 2008 Obama campaign’s paid
media and polling strategies for the U.S. Northeast region and its national persuasion mail program, which
delivered more than 100 million mail pieces.

Matt Zeller
Washington, DC Chapter
Matt Zeller, a native of Rochester, New York, is a consultant on national security and alternative energy,
working in northern Virginia. He is the author of Watches Without Time (Just World Books, 2012), which
chronicles his experience serving as an embedded combat adviser with the Afghan security forces in
Ghazni, Afghanistan, in 2008. Captain Zeller currently serves in the United States Army Reserve. He
earned a BA in Government from Hamilton College and a MPA and MA-IR from The Maxwell School at
Syracuse University. Matt was the Democratic nominee for Congress in NY's 29th district in 2010.
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